
 
Rocky Top, TN-The Coal 
Creek Miners Museum 
celebrated their Grand 
Opening on March 11, 
2016. The museum is 
located at 201 South Main 
Street, Rocky Top, TN.   
The museum not only tells 
the story of the miners that 
lived, worked and died in 
Coal Creek, Fraterville and 
Briceville Tennessee, it 
also tells about the 
historically significant events that changed the mining industry.  

The story starts in the late 1800s when the ñfreeò miners fought 
against the convict lease system, a struggle that ultimately ended the 
system in the southern states. The story goes on to depict how these 
communities not only survived one mining disaster, but two that killed 
almost every man in the community along with many young boys.    

The museum was originally founded as 
part of the Tennessee Homecoming 
ó86 Celebration, a year-long 
recognition of Tennesseeôs history that 
encouraged local communities to 
celebrate their history.  The museum 
has been moved to several different 
locations throughout the years.  Its 
artifacts were most recently housed in 
a room in the cityôs community center.  

In August 2013, the Anderson 
County Commission voted to donate 
funds to the City of Lake City, TN, now 
known as Rocky Top, TN to purchase a 
former bank building and transform it 
into a museum.  

While seeking grant money to 
remodel the entire building, the Coal 
Creek Miners Museum Board of 
Directors and volunteers from the 
community started a grass roots effort to remodel the first floor and open 
phase one of the museum. 

ñAll of the labor and funds to purchase supplies have been donated 
from the board members and the community,ò said Isbel.  ñIt has been 

wonderful to see how the community 
has supported this project.ò 
The plans for the second phase of the 
museum include installing an elevator 
to meet ADA requirements and 
remodeling the second floor for 
additional exhibit space.  
ñThe museum will be an economic 
driver for our town because there will 
also be visitor information on the area 

available and the interest in the history will attract people to the downtown 

Annual Dinner  
The Rocky Top Chamber of Commerce will have their Annual Dinner and 
Auction on Thursday, May 19, 2016 at Main Street 
Baptist Churchôs Family Life Center. The doors 
will open at 5:30 p.m., dinner, will be served at  
6 p.m. and the auction will start at approximately  
7 p.m. after the presentation by the guest 

speaker, Coach Phillip Fulmer.  
The cost is $50 and all proceeds will go to fund 
the Rocky Top Chamberôs scholarship program. 
The Rocky Top Chamber will be offering a 
scholarship to a qualifying Anderson County High 
School student that attended Lake City Middle 
School.  
ñThis will be a great opportunity for chamber members and community 
members to enjoy an evening of entertainment, socializing, and helping a 
worthy cause. ñEveryone is welcome.ò  
Tickets can be reserved by calling the Rocky Top Chamber at 865-426-
9595 or emailing info@lrockytoptnchamber.com.  

SPONSORED BY THE 

ROCKY TOP CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 

APRIL 2016 

 

Letôs Help Riley! 
Riley Mozingo is 7 years old and has had brain cancer for 6 years so the 
hospital has been a big part of her life. Every year her family and friends 
raise money and donate it to a childrens 
hospital. This year we sat down to begin 
planning and Riley asked could we get all 
the kids a coloring book and a box of 
crayons. Riley said I am happy when I have 
a coloring book and crayons when I go to 
the hospital so I want all the kids to be 
happy. The books and crayons will be 
handed out at East Tn. Childrens Hospital 
and St. Judes Childrens Research Hospital.  
 

So we are asking for help collecting 
coloring books and crayons. Rocky Top 
City Hall has a collection box and 
Clinton Physical Therapy. The collection deadline is May 21,2016. For 
more information email bugroo2008@yahoo.com. 
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Rocky Top Community  

Events and Meetings 
April 7 Public Hearing for Recreation Grant  

at City Hall 6:00 p.m. 

April 7 Rocky Top Sanitation Committee Meeting  
at City Hall 6:30 p.m. 

April 12 Rocky Top Water Board Meeting at City Hall at 
5:30 p.m.  

April 13 Rocky Top City Court at City Hall at 8 a.m. 

April 14 Public Meeting for RTP grant at Norris Dam State 
Park Craft Room on the west side of park at 6 p.m. 

April 14-16 Windrock Spring Jamboree at Windrock Park  

April 16 Main Street Baptist Church Menôs Fundraiser 
Breakfast 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

April 18 Laptop Computer Class at Rocky Top Public 
Library from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

April 19 Rocky Top Planning Commission  
at City Hall 5:30 p.m. 

April 21 Rocky Top City Council Meeting at City Hall 7 p.m. 

April 22 Coal Creek Miners Museum Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser at Main Street Baptist Church at 6 p.m. 

April 25 Rocky Top Library Book Discussion at 10 a.m. 

April 29 Sheep Shearing Day at Museum of Appalachia  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

May 6 Free Car Seat Check at Rocky Top Police 
Department  12 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

May 6 The 12th Annual Clinch River Spring Antique Fair 
in Historic Downtown Clinton 9 a.m. ï 5 p.m. 

May 19 Rocky Top Chamber Annual Dinner at Main Street 
Family Life Center at 6 p.m. 

This paper is published by the Rocky Top Chamber 
of Commerce monthly and is free to the public. 
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Please submit events and content information by email or fax. 
 

Rocky Top News Advertising Rates 
 

Newspaper Sponsorship-$300.00 
Includes a full page advertisement for one month of the advertiserôs 
choosing based on availability (value $125) and eleven months of 

business card size advertisement (value $220).  Total savings of $45.00. 
Sponsorship also includes a article about the advertiserôs business. 

 

Rocky Top Chamber Memberôs Rates 
Full Pageééééééééé$100.00 
Half Pageéééééééé..$50.00 
Quarter Pageéééééé.$25.00 
Business Card 3 1/2ò x  2òé$10.00 

 

Non-Rocky Top Chamber Memberôs Rates 
Full Pageééééééééé$125.00 
Half Pageéééééééé..$75.00 
Quarter Pageéééééé.$50.00 
Business Card 3 1/2ò x  2òé.$20.00 

 

Classified Advertisements available to $5 per line  
 

Contact the Rocky Top Chamber of Commerce  
for multi-month discounts  

  

  

Send Us Your News 
 The Rocky Top News is published by volunteers who are not always 
able to gather all of the news happening in Rocky Top.  Therefore, we are 
asking for your help.  If you are at an event, please take a picture and email 
it to the Rocky Top News at info@rockytoptnchamber.com with the details 
of the event.  Also, if you are involved in an organization or group that is 
planning an event in Rocky Top, please email or call the Rocky Top News 
with the details.  There is no event too big or too small to let us know about.    

 




